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i< breast,_from the moment that speech undid the knot of his longno and that lie
" could express his thoughts without the aid of signs,  he occupied his tongue
" with prayer and with the Koran, enflamed his soul wilh the love of Ihe sword and
" the spear, extended his ambition towards (he highest aims, and fixed his wishes
" on the governing of the universe.    With his companions, his sports were serious,
" his toils incessant; grieving over that of which ho had no knowledge till he knew
" it well, sad before difficulties [ill he smoothed them hy main force (C)."~The
Imam al-Haramain (vol. II. p. 120) mentions, in his work en tilled tfiujhilh al*Khalk
ft Ikhtidr il-Ahakk (assistcr of God's creatures in the selection of what is fittest], that
the sultan Mahmud followed the rite of the imdm Abu llanifa, and, being zealously
devoted to the study of the Traditions, the shaikhs used to teach ihom in his pre-
sence and expound to him their meaning when required.    Perceiving that the greater
part of those sayings agreed (in their prescriptions) with the doctrines of the imdm
as-Shafi (wL II. p. 569), he conceived doubts (respecting the excellence of Ihe rite
which he professed) and convoked in Marw a meeting of Shaiiteand Hanifile juris-
consults for the purpose of obtaining their opinion on the relative merits of the two
systems.    These doctors agreed that a prayer of two rate should be said in the
presence of the sultan, first according to the rite of as-Shafi and then according to
the rite of Abu Hanifa, so that he might examine and reflect, and choose that which
was the better.   These prayers were said by al-Kaffdl al-Marwazi (vol. IL p. 26), who
commenced by a complete purification and the fulfilment of all the conditions re-
quisite (for tlie validity of the prayer), such as the purification, the sutra (7), and the
turning towards the kibla: he then proceeded with the main points (arkdn), the pos-
tures (hiydt), the consecrated usages (swan), the acts prescribed by decorum (Adfib),
and those imposed as obligations (fardid), accomplishing them all fully and per-
fectly; this being the only manner of prayer arborised by as-Shafi*    lie then com-
menced a prayer of two rakas such as was allowed by Abu Hanifa> and, having clothed
himself in the curried skin of a dog (8), and daubed one fourth of his body ^ith
an impure matter (9), he made an ablution with date wine (10); (being in the heart
of summer and in the country, he was soon surrounded by flics and gnats;) after
perfoijmng the ablution in the contrary way (It), he turned towards the kibla and
began the prayer without having manifested the intention of doing so whilst making
the purification (12); he then pronounced the takbtr in Persian, after which he read
this verse of the Koran in Persian: Du bergek sebz(l3) and stooped his head to the